Volume 14, No. 1

Spring, 2006

FROM THE MINUTES
Board Meeting of January 23", 2006

SPECIAL CONSTABLES

A motion to support the status of special constables was made at the
request of John Turgeon, Sundance Beach. President Lamoureux will
prepare this letter when it is requested.

BUDGET & DUES

The 2006 budget, with amendments, and dues were approved by the
Executive. As the Association has been operating on a hold the line
budget for the past several years, there will not be any increase in the
dues calculation formula this year. Any increases in dues to a summer
village are due to an increased assessment in that village. The dues are
calculated using the equalized assessment provided by Alberta

Municipal Affairs as of December 31, 2006. The calculation formula is
available from the office for any council or administrator.

WEBSITE
Peter Wright (our webmaster) has the website ready however it will not
be online until he receives the reference guide from the Lake Steward-

ship Comm-ittee.

STEWARDS OF THE LAKE COMMITTEE

The committee have retained a new writer for the guide and she has
already submitted preliminary drafts, The final draft of the guide is
expected by the end of April.
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Jim Sandmaier has agreed to chair the 2006 committee. The 2005
Conference was highly successful and the committee will be working
extra hard to insure that the 2006 Conference is just as successful. One
task that the committee will be looking at is securing the same high
guality entertainment as the past two years. There has not been a
theme selected, as yet, however a tentative agenda, with some
changes, has been suggested. These following are the proposed
changes to the format. The administrators workshop will start at 8:00
a.m. with a continental breakfast and end at 2:30 p.m.. There will be a
30 minute break and then a two hour panel comprised of personnel from
Alberta Environment, Oceans & Fisheries and Alberta Planning and this
would be open to all delegates. There would be a moderator and this
session would end at 5:00 p.m.. Topics (questions) would be accepted
from the membership weeks in advance so that the panellists could be
well prepared. Following this session there would be a sup-
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per break and the reception would start at 7:30 p.m.
with a guest speaker and it is hoped that this might be
Guy Boutilier, the Minister of Environment. The
Saturday format would remain much the same as in
the past and the committee will approach Rob Renner,
the Minister of Municipal Affairs, to open the morning
as the guest speaker. The Conference dates are
October 20" and 21, 2006.



| would like to ex-

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Greetings Fellow Cottagers

Once again we seem to have sur-
vived another winter, any storms or

bad weather now can't last for long.

We do have a few updates that may
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be of interest to you. First the Lake

Stewardship Committee, progress on the guidance
manual continues to occur at a more that reason-
able rate and the finished product is scheduled to
be ready for the printer by the end of April. There
were a couple of small road bumps along the way
but those have been worked through and every-
thing is coming along very well. Our Chairperson
Bruce took an extended vacation out to Vancouver
Island but Lori stepped in, took the reins, and ev-
erything kept moving forward.

The resolutions that were passed at the annual
meeting have been forwarded to the appropriate
Government Departments and Ministers. We now
wait for replies which we will communicate to you
by one means or another. | would also like to re-
mind you to forward any resolutions you may be
thinking of to the committee, via the office, at any
time during the year. The sooner the committee
receives them the easier it is to plan communica-
tions to the members before the annual meeting.

The Conference Committee has already started to
work on the next conference, they are looking into
making a few changes that would increase the
amount of time available for our guests to provide
valuable information to you the participant.

| hope that this
newsletter finds you well and planning another sea-
son at the cottage. On behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors of ASVA, we wish everyone a pleasant cottage
experience in 2006.

Art Lamoureux
President ASVA

NEW OFFICE ADDRESS FOR OFFICE

My new address is 405, 15503 - 87 Avenue, postal
code T5R 4K4. Phone number and Fax number
remain the same.

AUMA UPDATE

Dear Summer Village Councils and Administration,

It appears that we are getting our winter snowfall
accumulations all at once now! The sun is nice and
warm, the days are longer, but the snow just seems
to keep coming! This is a good thing, though. | have
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a hard time objecting to the snow, as it is so neces-
sary for our lakes, streams and rivers, and for our
agriculture and forest protection.

Education Taxes

AUMA continues to advocate for major reductions
in the education requisition portion of the property
tax. The AUMA is advocating that the Province
reduce its portion of the property tax by 20%
thereby creating tax room of approximately $239
million. This room would allow municipalities to ad-
dress their infrastructure, growth and services
challenges.

AUMA President Bob Hawkesworth recently sent a
letter to Albertra’s urban municipalities asking
Mayor’s and Councils to support AUMA’s position
leading up to the 2006 provincial budget. We are
urged to talk to, or write, our MLA and local media
regarding this important issue to municipalities. A
backgrounder and media release has been
included in the letter to assist municipalities with
these efforts. AUMA would like to be advised of the
efforts that your Summer Village takes in this advo-
cacy effort.

I encourage your Council to take this opportunity to
support AUMA'’s position that would reduce the
amount of the education requisitions we currently
face on our property tax system.

Regional Seminars
The AUMA Spring Regional Seminars are right
around thecorner. The seminar date and location
scheduleis as follows:
April 18" Grande Prairie at the Holiday Inn
Hotel & Suites 9816 107 Street
April 20" Edmonton at the Ramada Hotel
11830 Kingsway Avenue
April 25" Red Deer at the Capri Hotel Trade
& Conference Ctr 3310 50 Avenue

May 2" Lethbridge at the Lethbridge Lodge
320 Scenic Drive

Registration Forms can be accessed via the AUMA
website at www.munilink.net. Registrations can be
faxed to (780) 433 4454 or sent by email to
rwatts@auma.ab.ca The cost is $75 per person,
plus GST, and AUMA will invoice your Summer Vil-
lage.

The sessions will open at 8:30 for registration and
coffee, and the program begins at 9:00 am. Topics
will include a Services Update (general insurance,
risk mgmt services, benefits, energy aggregation,
munishare, etc), presentation on the Energy Man-
agement Planning program, Municipal Infrastructure
Construction Costs, Land Use Policies, Regional
Strategies, Municipal Sustainability Planning, and an
open forum with Ministers and MLAs. The day con-
cludes about 4:30 pm.

I hope that you have the opportunity to attend one
of these information seminars that will provide infor-
mation on AUMA / AMSC initiatives, and will provide
an opportunity for elected officials and administra-
tors to share some time together.

General Insurance

Renewal documents were distributed in early Febru-
ary of this year. 2005 was a difficult year in the prop-
erty line of coverage, however the claims experi-
ence for both liability and automobile were quite
good.

Each member’'s premiums are based on various
factors, including the member's own individual
claims experience, coverage requirements, and de-
ductible options. Within the liability rating structure
population, hectares and operating expenses are
also taken into account.



RE/MAX real estate

Independently Owned and Operated

Darcy Powlik Agent

8, 5901 - 50 Street
Leduc, Alberta T9E 8E3
Bus. (780) 986-2900

In the past, the general insurance program
provided participation credits in the form of a
“credit” on the renewal premium, effectively reduc-
ing the renewal premium. Participation credits can
fluctuate annually based upon different factors, in-
cluding the claims experience within the program.
Effective this year, the Board approved moving to a
participation cheque, independent of the renewal
premium process, instead of the prior credit sys-
tem. This allows more consistency for municipali-
ties in the budgeting of their renewal premium. This
year we anticipate participation credits under liabil-
ity coverage only, in the amount of $700,000 and it
is expected that the cheques representing these
credits will be disbursed in April.

Surveys
Municipalities recently responded to a survey that

identified municipalities that have a separate va-
cant property tax mill rate, as we as their corres-
ponding bylaws. This may be of interest to your
Summer Village.

On March 8" a survey was released on Septage
Hauling and Wastewater Treatment Facilities. To
assist the Alberta On-site Wastewater

Management Association (AOWMA) this survey is
being sent out to AUMA members through the
AUMA, and a similar survey is being sent to
AAMD&C members through the AAMD&C. The sur-
veys ask about current municipal facilities and prac-
tices with respect to disposal management of sew-
age / wastewater, either from onsite systems (such
as pump outs & septic fields) and municipal systems
(that treat & release). The results of these surveys
will assist in the review and preparation of an inven-
tory of existing wastewater treatment facilities and
practices, as well as addressing industry needs as-
sessment and best practices with respect to
septage haulers and municipal sewage treatment
(receiving) facilities in Alberta. This inventory and
needs assessment project is being funded by pro-
vincial grants from Alberta Infrastructure and Trans-
portation and from Alberta Environment. The infor-
mation obtained from this survey will be an impor-
tant asset for municipalities and their Associations
when undertaking future discussions with govern-
ment on municipal capital needs.

Surveys need to be completed and returned to
Roxsel Watts at the AUMA on or before March 31
2006.

| encourage you to respond to this survey — the
management of septage / wastewater in Summer
Villages is an important issue. Future changes in
these management practices and facilities will have
the potential to have a large impact on Summer Vil-
lages.

Encroachments & Easements on Municipally Owned
Land

Brownlee LLP made a presentation to the annual
ASVA convention in 2004. This presentation has
been posted to the AUMA website. It can be found
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under the heading Polices, Reports & Submissions
under Discussion Papers. If you are interested in
further discussing this topic and related tools, plea-
se let me know.

Future Energy Supply

On January 23™ 2006 AMSC sent a notice to mu-
nicipalities regarding recent Board decisions re-
garding future energy supply, outlining that the
AMSC Board had recommended not participating
in the recent Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) of
Genesee | & Il. This decision had been based on a
number of issues, including concerns over the
short time lines for the decision making and
approval processes as well as the potential risks
associated with the venture. The AMSC Board did
however recommend beginning the procurement
process for the next round of energy aggregation.
Past experience indicates there are benefits to pur-
chasing energy on an aggregated basis. Participa-
tion in this program considers long term planning of
your municipality’s future energy requirements, and
provides longer term planning of municipal energy
costs.

Before AMSC enters into any discussions, it is im-
portant to gauge municipalities’ intent to participate
and potential load requirements. Forms must be
completed to allow AMSC to access historic con-
sumption information from your distribution com-
pany to help determine your Summer Village’s load
requirements. These forms are not binding. The
deadline for notification of participation in this round
is March 22" 2006. If you have not yet submitted
your forms, or if you have questions or concerns
please call Rigmor Short at (780) 431 4530.

Convention

The deadline for submission of resolutions is May
31% 2006. A guide to writing resolutions, and
AUMA'’s resolution policy, can be found on the
AUMA website. An official call for resolutions with
details on how to submit resolutions will be released
this month.

Changes are being made to convention format this
year, primarily as a result of the success of the clik-
a-pad voting system, and the focus that resolutions
have been taking over the last several years. This
year Convention will officially end with the Gala on
Friday evening October 6 2006. Complete details of
the convention will outlined in future AUMA digests,
and will be posted to the AUMA website. Mark your
calendars for October 4" to October 6™ for the con-
vention. Some highlights of this year’'s convention
are:

Pre-convention sessions will be held on Wednes-
day:

8:30-11:15 Community Relations —
Reaching Your Community and Working With It

1:30- 4:15 Good Governance — Striking
the Right Balance

For AUMA members the cost is $85 each, or
$140 for both. Capacity is limited to 200.

9:00-3:00 Promises, Promises — Run-
ning a Successful Campaign

This is a 3" session new this year, in prepa-

ration of the 2007 elections. Capacity is lim-

ited to 200 for this session as well. Note this

session is open to the public. Cost is $100.

Wednesday evening will be the opening ceremo-
nies, commencing at 7 pm, and the AMSC
Tradeshow will be open from 3:30 — 6:30 for those
interested in an early review.



Thursday October 5" will include addresses by
special guests, the AGM, nominations, resolutions,
formal tradeshow, committee reports with speakers
and topics of relevance and interest, supplemen-
tary sessions and the Small Communities Sympo-
sium.

Friday will include the Brownlee Breakfast & legal
skit, elections, dialogue with Ministers, Government
Lunch, Education Sessions, and conclusion of res-
olutions and of course, the gala.

The AUMA is also considering having a “Best Prac-
tices” fair, where municipalities can share their best
practices. If your municipality is interested in partic-
ipating in this fair please email Wendy at
wgraden@auma.ca

Risk Management for Small Communities
It is anticipated that AUMA / AMSC will be offering
the next Risk Management Seminar for small com-
munities on Wednesday October 4" in conjunction
with the convention, as in previous years.

Ground Ambulance

Municipalities recently had an opportunity to pro-
vide input to the Ground Ambulance Advisory
Councils Stakeholder consultations which occurred
in January and February of this year.

AUMA continues to advocate for the Government
of Alberta to assume responsibilities and resources
associated with ambulance services in Alberta, and
acknowledge that different delivery models may be
suitable for different areas of the Province, and that

flexibility in service delivery should be accommo-
dated.

There are always many concurrent initiatives going
on at AUMA. If there is something that you would
like to know more about please do not hesitate to
contact me.

As always, it is a great pleasure, and an honour, to
serve as your AUMA Director of Summer Villages.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to repre-
sent Alberta’s Summer Villages at the AUMA Board.

I would also like to express my grat-

itude to the ASVA for this opportu-
nity to share information with you. |1
wish you all a very pleasant Spring
season!

Sincerely,
Lori Jeffery-Heaney
Summer Village of Val Quentin

Director of Summer Villages, AUMA Thoosky

789-4077

UAP/NAPA
Auto Parts

"The Right Brand for the Job"

Darcy Powlik (Qwner)

Wetaskiwin

352.6272
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Towards a Sustainable Future for Alberta’s
Wastewater Treatment Industry

Today, many Canadians are choosing rural loca-
tions, often by a lake, as their preferred place to
dwell. Today’s rural lifestyles are a far cry from the
lifestyles of 40 and 50 years ago. Then, Saturday
night baths, hand-washed dishes and conservative
use of water dominated lifestyles in rural Canada.
The lifestyle for most Canadians today is water-
intensive; daily use dishwashers, daily showers,
jacuzzis and extensive use of automatic laundry
equipment. The closely-spaced use of large vol-
umes of water places great demands

on our water supply and our

wastewater treatment and disposal

systems.

Alberta is currently experiencing an

era of prosperity and sustained

growth that is the envy of most other

regions of the country. While eco-

nomic prosperity provides opportuni-

ties and advantages, it also creates
environmental and social challenges.

In order to strengthen Alberta’s abil-

ity to respond to continued urban

and rural growth, we need to not only find effective
ways to manage short-term pressures, but also to
chart a sustainable course for the long term.
Alberta’s Water for Life Strategy is one of the key
tools the provincial government has launched to
foster a long-term balance between development
and sustainability. Water for Life proactively places
a focus on finding effective ways to be better stew-
ards of our water and wastewater resources.

As one of the key supporters of the Water for Life
Strategy, the Alberta onsite wastewater manage-
ment industry has a pivotal role to play in meeting
the day-to-day challenges of growth and develop-
ment as well as the larger goals of environmental
sustainability and effective water stewardship. As
more land is being developed, more people are rely-
ing on private sewage systems and the onsite in-
dustry to manage waste and to protect Alberta’s
groundwater and surface water supplies now and in
the future.

The septage hauling industry and the municipal la-

goons or treatment sites that receive the sewage,

effluent and sludge are crucial to effectively manag-

ing the wastewater stream generated in counties,
MD’s, hamlets, vil-
lages and summer
villages across
Alberta. The septage
hauling industry or
the *“rolling pipeline”
is largely made up of
private operators ser-
vicing a set
geographic area or
community. As
Alberta currently
does not have a cer-
tification, permit or

registration system for septage

haulers, there is no solid data on

how many operators are working in

the province, nor on the volume of

septage being hauled, disposed of

in treatment facilities, or spread on

land.

On the receiving facility side, mu

nicipalities must go through an ap-

proval process to construct a



wastewater treatment lagoon or other receiving
facility, but then have the autonomy to operate the
facility as they see fit within certain environmental
guidelines. There are also a certain number of pri-
vate receiving facilities in Alberta located on golf
courses, in subdivisions, and operated by industry.
With a variance in facility protocols, best practices
and capacity, there is not enough data currently
available in Alberta to determine whether haulers
have adequate access to receiving facilities, what
volume of septage is being treated at facilities,
what volume is being disposed of elsewhere, and
whether existing facilities are close to capacity.

There are clearly some gaps in the information cur-
rently available on the septage hauling and receiv-
ing industry. In their Final Report in October, 2004,
an advisory committee to Alberta Environment
made several key recommendations for closing
some of those information gaps and for general
septage management in Alberta. Their recommen-
dations and goals included:
1. Ensuring that adequate wastewater
management facilities are made available to
septage haulers (Recommendation #2)
2. Promoting the formation of an industry
association that administers the registration
and accreditation of haulers to improve the
septage management industry
(Recommendation 3)
3. Identifying the parameters under which
land application of septage will be allowed
in the future — including a recommendation
to phase out disposal of septage on frozen
ground (Recommendation 4)
4. Reviewing new technologies for septage
management on a regular basis

5. Eliminating undesirable septage disposal
practices (Goal 9)

Issues related to the hauling of septage, its
disposal, and the capacity of municipal receiving
facilities to accept it are the subject of a project that
has recently been undertaken by the Alberta Onsite
Wastewater Management Association (AOWMA) in
partnership with Alberta Environment, and Alberta
Infrastructure and Transportation. The project is
designed to provide a “snapshot” of the septage
hauling and receiving industry in

Alberta by conducting an inventory

of septage haulers operating in

Alberta and the municipal receiving

facilities who receive and treat the

hauled wastewater. The study pro-

ject is designed to create a better

“picture” of the industry, the pres-

sures it faces, and provide an as-

sessment of current and projected

needs both for the hauling industry

and for municipal wastewater treat-

ment facilities. The study will also

include a jurisdictional scan on the

practices, protocols, initiatives and

technologies being used in other jurisdictions.

By establishing this kind of baseline information, the
project proponents hope to have solid information
on which to support the over-arching Water for Life
Strategy goals, on which to base future
development and education initiatives for the haul-
ing industry, and on which to support future munici-
pal planning initiatives, funding partnerships, facility
assessments and capital requests.
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Municipalities who operate facilities (both rural and
urban), municipalities who are experiencing large
volumes of rural residential development, and
members of the septage hauling industry are all
being asked to be open and forthcoming in their
response to various information gathering tools
associated with the inventory and needs assess-
ment project. Input and information is being solic-
ited through written survey documents distributed
to all municipalities and known haulers, site visits to
key geographic areas, meetings with key groups
such as the Association of Summer Villages, work-
shops and information sessions at municipal asso-
ciation conferences, and geographic or regional
meetings that will be held in some areas of the
province later this spring.

For more information on wastewater treatment in
rural Alberta, the on-site wastewater industry in
Alberta, or the inventory, needs assessment, and
best practices survey of septage haulers and mu-
nicipal wastewater treatment facilities in Alberta,
please contact the Alberta On-site Wastewater
Management Association -
richardzwicker@shaw.ca or Jack Hayden, Project
Consultant at jhayden @telusplanet.net.




