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F R O M   T H E    M I N U T E S

Board Meetings of March 20 and May 15, 2006

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT

Jack Hayden, a consultant to the Alberta Onsite Wastewater Manage-
ment Association, gave a presentation on wastewater management and
wastewater treatment facilities.  As this matter is of great importance to
summer villages, Jack will be gathering as much information as he can
for the Wastewater Management Association who are preparing a report
for government.

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ACT

Many summer villages are having problems with quads and motorcycles
as the RCMP won’t attend when called.  Several summer villages have
banded together and hired an off duty RCMP officer to enforce the act
in their municipalities.

STEWARDS OF THE LAKE COMMITTEE

The committee are pleased with the work of the new writer.  She is
putting the finishing touches to the package and the committee expect
to be meeting with the printer very shortly.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Many changes are in store for this year’s conference.  The conference
will be a two day affair and start on Friday morning.  The theme for this
year’s conference is ‘THE VALUE OF WATER’.  The following are the
changes to the format.  The administrators workshop will start at 8:00
a.m. with a con-tinntal breakfast and end at 2:30 p.m..  There will be a
30 minute break and then a two hour panel comprised of personnel from
Alberta Environment, Oceans & Fisheries and Alberta Lands and this will
be open to all the delegates.  There will be a moderator and this session
would end at 5:00 p.m..  Topics (questions) are being accepted from the
membership in advance so that the panellists could be well prepared.



Several summer village councils have already submitted topics for the
panel. Following the panel will be a supper break until 7:00 p.m..  The
evening reception will begin at that time and a guest speaker has been
invited to address those in attendance.

Saturday morning will start with a continental break-fast for all at 8:00
a.m. followed by the opening at 9:00 a.m. and the first workshop at
10:00 a.m..  There will be a break at noon for lunch and the afternoon
will get underway at 1:00 p.m. with the second workshop.  It is expected
that the Annual General Meeting will take place around 3:30 p.m. with
a break following before the evening banquet and entertainment.  (See
program in newsletter).
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello ASVA Members

Since the last newsletter fellow Board member Gord
Harris and I were invited to meet with the Minister of
Municipal Affairs, Rob Renner. Gord and I took the



opportunity to re-emphasize concerns of Summer
Villages.

We had lively discussion on topics such as school
requisitions, perceived unfair distribution of provin-
cial grants, and whether or not Summer Villages
are run economically or not.

We also discussed the need for Summer Village
representation on committees that being set up to
discuss issues such as sewage.

It was agreed that the ASVA needs to initiate rou-
tine meetings with the Minister’s Executive Assis-
tant as well as the planning and coordination unit of
Municipal Affairs.

The committee is working hard to bring you another
great conference.

I urge everyone to pay close attention to the
updates on our annual convention as there will be
a few added features at non traditional times that I
am sure you won’t want to miss.

With summer in full swing I am sure most of you
are now in the midst enjoying your cottages with
family and friends.

See you at the convention
Regards 
Art Lamoureux
President ASVA
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NEW OFFICE ADDRESS FOR OFFICE

Please note that my new address is 405, 15503 - 87
Avenue, postal code T5R 4K4.  Phone number and
Fax number remain the same.
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AUMA UPDATE

Dear Summer Village Councils and Administration, 

A few notes from AUMA…

On June 02, 2006 AUMA had a communications
item to councils providing a release from the Prime
Minister’s Office. The release reflected on the
Prime Minister’s commitment to municipalities, and
referred to measures that the Federal Government
has taken in support of Canada’s communities and
a promise to continue to reduce the fiscal imbalance
between Ottawa and other orders of government. 

The following is taken directly from the AUMA com-
munications item and the PMO release:

RE/MAX real estate
Independently Owned and Operated

Darcy Powlik Agent

8, 5901 - 50 Street
Leduc, Alberta   T9E 8E3

Bus. (780) 986-2900



In an address to delegates at the annual meeting of
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities in
Montréal, the Prime Minister pointed out that the
recent federal budget provides $16.5 billion in new,
long-term funding for local governments.

“There is funding for infrastructure, immigrant set-
tlement, the fight against crime, the environment
and affordable housing,” the Prime Minister noted.
He added that the budget also makes significant
investments in public transit infrastructure and tax
credits, and retains the 5-cent per litre Gas Tax
Transfer program and the GST rebate for
purchases made by municipalities.

In his remarks, the Prime Minister underlined that
the Government is restoring fiscal balance by in-
creasing transfers to the provinces and cutting fed-
eral taxes, which creates tax room for other gov-
ernments. And it will focus on areas within its own
jurisdiction and seek guidance from municipalities
on federal funding for future infrastructure projects.

I think that the comment referring to the “… trans-
fers to provinces and cutting of federal taxes, creat-
ing tax room for other governments” is of signifi-
cance, and leads me to the next item…

On May 31, 2006 AUMA posted a communications
survey regarding Municipal Tax Room. It refer-
enced the notice that was sent to Mayors, Council-
lors and CAOs on March 29 2006 wherein the im-
plications of the Education Property Tax requisition
in the Provincial Budget were recapped, and
members were encourage to consider stepping into
available tax room left by the capping of the educa-
tion taxes. This available room could be used to
help municipalities deal with growth, infrastructure
and service delivery issues. 

The AUMA would now like to
know if your municipality was
able to take advantage of any
additional tax room for municipal
purposes. A six question survey
was posted, and all municipalities
were encouraged to respond to
the survey. AUMA wished to re-
ceive responses by June 09,
2006. If your municipality has not
yet responded, I would encour-
age you to do so as soon as pos-
sible. It will be very interesting to
see the results of the survey. 

AUMA has had its final call for resolutions to the
2006 convention and the deadline for submitting
resolutions has now passed. I would however en-
courage you to review their guide
to writing resolutions as you con-
sider resolutions for the 2006 ASVA
conference. This information can be
found on the AUMA website at
www.munilink.net

On April 18, 2006 AUMA
announced a new Legal Services
Partner, Reynolds Mirth Richards
Farmer LLP are the AUMA’s new
Partner for Casual & Aggregated
Legal Services. The Casual Legal Program is an
excellent risk management tool, with the following
highlights:
¨ All Regular and Associate Members of the

AUMA are eligible to subscribe to the program
¨ Program Subscribers can make an unlimited

number of informal 5-15 minute inquiries on any
topic to legal experts



¨ Any employee of the subscribing member can
access the service

¨ It does not establish a formal lawyer-client rela-
tionship, as there is no formal review of written
materials and no formal legal opinion provided

¨ It is an added value service to subscribing
members that designed to provide expert coun-
cil to guide subscribing members.

It is also noted that RMRF can also offer continuity
of service from the Casual Legal Advice Line to full
legal services under AMSC’s Aggregated Compre-
hensive Legal Service Program:
¨ This service establishes a formal lawyer-client

relationship, as RMRF lawyers review written
materials and provide formal legal opinions

¨ No subscription to the service is required,
therefor it is available to any AUMA member
regardless of whether or not they subscribe to
the Casual Leg al Service

¨ This is an aggregated service offered through
RMRF’s Municipal Team headed by Sheila
McNaughton, partner at the firm

A new permanent toll-free telephone number for
the Casual Legal Service has been established.
The new toll-free number is 1 888 668 9198. This
number will remain constant now as it is “owned”
by AMSC. Accessing the number will bring you
directly to a lawyer who can answer your quest-
ions. Reynolds Mirth Richards Farmerhas been
provided with the list of existing subscribers to the
Casual Legal Service to ensure that members
would have no interruption of service.  Subscribing
members also have the ability to acces the Casual
Legal Service through the dedicated email address
casuallegal@auma.ca  If you are not currently a
subscriber to this service and would like to
subscribe, or obtain more information about the
AMSC Casual Legal Service, please contact

Amylee Milke, Senior Project Coordinator at AUMA.
She can be reached at (780) 409-7450, by the toll-
free 310-AUMA (2862) or by email at
amilke@auma.ca.

About the Formula Used for Alberta Municpal
Affairs’ Unconditional Grants…
The following is information provided in a communi-
cation release from the AUMA on May 03, 2006.

On March 29, 2006, the Minister of Municipal Affairs
announced a one-time, unconditional grant to
Alberta municipal governments determined as hav-
ing higher financial needs. This grant is similar to
the one given to municipal governments last year,
with the following changes:
1. the total is double from last year 

Urban Municipalities received $2.7 Million in
2005 and $5.9 Million in 2006
Rural Municipalities received  $2.0 Million in
2005 and $4.1 Million in 2006
Total Grant Distribution was   $4.7 Million in
2005 and $10 Million in 2006

2. there is partial funding this year for municipal
governments that meet the criteria (see the at-
tachment provided by Alberta Municipal Affairs);
and

3. summer villages were treated the same as all
other urban municipalities this year, so the crite-
ria was based on equalized assessment per ca-
pita rather than equalized assessment per par-
cel.



Following the adoption of the Urban Municipal Low
Assessment Compensation (UMLAC) proposal at
the 2004 AUMA Convention, AUMA asked the
Government of Alberta to fund a program using the
following formula:
¨ A minimum grant of $50,000, and a maximum

equalized assessment of $45,000
¨ For Summer Villages, parcel counts are

proposed rather than per capita grants. The
minimum grant proposed for Summer Villages
would be $10,000, with a maximum equalized
assessment of $60,000

Alberta Municipal Affairs did not use AUMA’s for-
mula in 2005 or 2006. On several occasions last
year, AUMA voiced its concerns about the modifi-
cation of the formula.  The program announced in
2006 continues to use the mill rate as a factor in
the formula, and suggests that the formula was
based on proposals by AAMD&C and AUMA.
AUMA has never proposed, and has spoken
against, the use of the mill rate in this equation.
Due to strong concern amongst some AUMA mem-
bers regarding the mill rate factor used in this pro-
gram, AUMA is reviewing the Convention-approved
position on the program. A resolution and report
will be submitted by the AUMA Board of Directors,
to the AUMA Annual  Convention.

To conclude, AUMA is very supportive of the fund-
ing program that helps members that have a low
equalized assessment per capita and appreciates
the fact that Alberta Municipal Affairs has delivered
the funds.

Bob Hawkesworth John McGowan
President CEO

For full details of funding criteria please refer to this
communication release on the AUMA website
http://www.munilink.net/communications/newsR
eleases.asp and look for the topic “Formula Used
for Alberta Municipal Affairs’ Unconditional Grants”
issued May 03

Finally, a note on the status of the Lake Steward-
ship Reference Guide…this document is in the
final throes of completion and we are preparing to
go to print. I believe this is going to be a wonderful
tool for Summer Village Councillors and CAOs as
they consider lake stewardship issues, future plan-
ning and policy development.  Once completed the
document will also be available for viewing on the
new ASVA website, which will be launched in con-
junction with the launch of the guide. Stay tuned…

 It is a pleasure and honour to represent Alberta’s
Summer Villages at the AUMA Board - Thank you
again for allowing me this privilege. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or
concerns, or if there is something that AUMA might
be able to assist you with. 

As always, I would like to thank the ASVA for pro-
viding me with this opportunity to share information
with you.

I wish you all a wonderful summer! 

Sincerely,
Lori Jeffery-Heaney
Summer Village of Val Quentin
Director of Summer Villages, AUMA
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE & GENERAL MEETING

The theme for the 48th Conference is “THE VALUE
OF WATER”.  The Conference will begin on Friday,
October 20th with the administrators work-shops
starting at 8:00 a.m..  The afternoon session, which
is open to all delegates, will begin at 3:00 p.m. and
will be in the form of a panel. The evening Recep-
tion will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a guest speaker at
7:30 p.m..  Please note that casual wear is accept-
able for the reception, Saturday banquet and all
conference sessions.  Following is an overview of
the program with all events taking place at the St.
Albert Inn, 156 St. Albert Trail, St. Albert.  Friday
events will all take place in the Heritage Room
while the Saturday program is scheduled for the
Grandin/Ridgewood Room.  (Please note that the
order of the workshops could be changed in the
printed program).

Friday, October 20th

8:00 a.m. A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  W o r k s h o p s
(includes Continental Breakfast),
Heritage Room  Please note that
these workshops are for adminis-
trators only.

3:00 p.m. Panel - Representatives from
Alberta Environment, Oceans &
Fisheries and Alberta Lands, Heri-
tage Room

5:00 p.m. Supper Break (not catered - restau-
rant of your choice).

7:00 p.m. Evening Reception and Guest
Speaker, Heritage Room

Saturday, October 21st

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Trade
Show Opening, Grandin/Ridgewood
Room

9:00 a.m. Opening and Welcome to Delegates
and Guests

9:15 a.m. Guest Speaker - Honourable Rob
Renner, Minister of Municipal Affairs

10:00 a.m. Septage (Sewage)

12:00 Noon L U N C H E O N
BREAK. No host
bar.

1:00 p.m. Afternoon Speaker
( T e n t a t i v e )  -
Honourable Guy
Boutilier, Minister of
Environment

1:30 p.m. Firesmart

3:30 p.m. Annual Meeting

5:30 p.m. Happy Hour

6:30 p.m. Banquet



7:45 p.m. Silent Auction

8:00 p.m. Entertainment
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NOMINATIONS! NOMINATIONS!

As always there is a need for nominees to the Board
of the Association.

Names of those interested in serving on the Board
can be forwarded to President Art
Lamoureux, Chair of the Nominating
Committee, care of the Association
office.

ANNUAL INFORMATION RETURN

Each year the Association sends out the Annual
Information Return in an effort to keep the mailing
list current.  This list is not shared with any organiz-
ation or government body.  By having this list
completed and returned, we are able to control our
mailing costs.  Sending the newsletter to former
councillors and not to the proper person(s) on
council does not help the Association do it’s job
which is to keep the membership informed.



CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Registration forms for the 48th Annual Conference and General Meeting will be forwarded, by e-mail, to all administrators. Special registration forms
for any guests wishing to attend can be obtained by calling the Association office.

HOTEL INFORMATION

The Association has received a special rate at the St. Albert Inn of $89.10 single/double or triple/quad occupancy (plus applicable Provincial and
Federal taxes) for reservations received on or before September 20th, 2006.  The rate after this date would be at the current rack rate in effect at
the time.  Reservations can be phoned directly to the St. Albert Inn on or before September 20th at 459-5551 or for those out of the Edmonton area
at 1-800-450-8612.

When making your reservation, be sure to mention that you are attending the Association of Summer Villages Conference and would like
the special rate in effect for the conference.  Check-in time is 2:00 p.m..  Rooms will only be held until 6:00 p.m. on the day of arrival unless
guaranteed by a one night deposit or major credit card.  Check-out time is 12:00 noon.  Should a guest cancel a reservation, the deposit is refund-
able if notice is received at least (24) twenty-four hours prior to arrival and a cancellation number is obtained.
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